
Padre Parents Meeting 
April 4, 2019 

 
Present:  Vivi Fenwick, Murial Lin, Molly McRae, Kath Uyeda, Boryana Griffin, Andy Sudol, 
Robyn Raul, Roya Rupp, Molly Moran, Bill Graessley, Pete Chavez, Debbi Puente (Asst. 
Principal), Aubrey Powers, Diana Vita, Patricia Hunt, Yesel Von Ruden, Jeff Rogers, Lauren 
Capano. 
 
 
Empty Bowls 
6th Annual Empty Bowls Dinner scheduled for 4/25 from 5PM – 7PM.  Proceeds go to the Food 
Bank of Monterey County. 
Over 450 students have made bowls. 
15 restaurants and caterers are making the soups. 
This year students were asked to reflect on what they learned and will be adding that message 
in the bowls for the recipients. 
Forms are coming to purchase tickets to the event and to reserve your child’s bowl. 
Sign-up Genius will be sent out to ask for help with picking up the soups and returning the 
equipment the next day. 
This is also the night of Open House. Unlike traditional open houses in the lower grades, this is 
more of a social time to chat with teachers and get to know them better. 
 
New Theater Manager – Jeff McGrath 
Jeff McGrath was introduced as the new Theater Manager. He was the Product manager at The 
Wester Stage (where he still teaches). 
He is working with and mentoring students interested in different theater roles, including 
technical, stage and management. 
He is looking at bringing talent and community products to the theatre. 
It was noted that the theater is available for community events. 
 
Summer School 2019 
Will run from 6/11/19 – 6/28/19.  It will be Monday – Friday from 8AM – 12PM.   
It is a credit recovery option for Math, English, and Social Science; not an opportunity to get 
ahead in credits. 
It is a self-study, on-line program in the CHS library.  Staff is available for support. 
Forms to enroll are available in the College and Career Center. 
Each session recovers 5 credits with a maximum of 10 allowed (2 semesters). 
 
Counseling 
Scholarships 
Deadlines are either coming or have passed. There are still some available (merit and needs-
based) so contact Patricia Hunt. 
Scholarship awards will be announced at the Senior Awards night on May 20th 
 
Juniors 
Yesel met with the juniors in their US History classes to talk and prepare them for next steps 
now and in their senior year. 
There will a parent night for Junior parents on April 30th. 
 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker – Lauren Capano 



She provides therapeutic support to students.  She spoke a bit about what services she offers.  
All services are confidential (which is explained to the student).  She also explains to the student 
under what circumstances she needs to report/share information.  Students sign in on a sheet 
with their student number to maintain confidentiality. 
 
A parent asked what sort of issues have come up – any trends.  She said the biggest concerns 
are about balance and prioritizing. They are not necessarily being pressured by peers or family, 
but by comparing themselves to others (am I taking enough A/P classes, are my grades the 
same as my peers); health is a low priority.  She focuses on taking short moments (10 minutes) 
of self-care as part of their routine and how to recognize when they are starting to feel 
overwhelmed. 
 
Aubrey Powers 
Student Council – Elections held. 
Battle of the Grades – Coming up next week.  Each grade will have their own color (same 
color from their grade last year – e.g. this year’s sophomores are the same as their freshmen 
color).  The exception is seniors who will sport tye-dyed shirts they made.  There will be 
competitions at lunch, silly dress up days. 
Prom – Contracts are going to go out for any underclassmen or non-CHS students attending.  
There will be a reception for the attendees so they have something to eat and a movie will play 
in the theater before they load onto the bus.  Drug dogs will be there (they are calling them 
safety canines). 
 
Debbi Puente 
Distinguished School Awards – Mr. Lopez is in Southern California accepting CHS’s award -   
35 middle and high schools in California are receiving this honor.  We applied for the Exemplary 
Program in the Arts.   
Teachers Lunch - Thanked Padre Parents for their coordination. 
Testing – Next week CAST (State Mandated testing) starts.  Juniors and Seniors will be tested. 
Science starts next week, English and Math will happen 4/29 – 5/5. They will take the tests in 
their respective classes (math test in math, English in English, etc). 
Master Planning - Input is still being gathered. This is a 10-year plan with an estimated cost of 
$400M for the entire district.  It is still in the early stages. The plan includes taking out the 
existing CHS tennis courts (which opens space for more parking spots) and moving them to 
CMS.  Dan Morgan is a big proponent of this. There is more space for tennis courts, another 
gym, etc. on the middle school campus. 
Principal Search – 27 candidates applied, 8 were invited to 2 sets of panel interviews.  One 
group was comprised of parents and students with Ken Greist facilitating; the other was 
administration and teachers. The parent/student group focused on culture and socials; the 
admin/teachers focused on more technical questions.  The candidates were ranked following 
the interviews.  The next day the top 3 were invited back and asked deeper questions, including 
specific scenarios.  Dr. Dill-Vargas is reviewing. 


